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Formal Writing and CSE Style: The Sciences
The following guide outlines basic principles of formal writing. To access the detailed CSE style guide:
1. Go to: http://grc.wrdsb.ca/library
2. On the right hand side of the page, under Library Department, select Style Guides
3. Under Sciences, select Diana Hacker CSE Style Guide
**Another great quick guide: http://www.library.ualberta.ca/uploads/augustana/cse_qg_march_23_2010.pdf
	CITED REFERENCES

A. Centre the title REFERENCES, in capital letters at the top of a new page. Do not include the running head on this page.
B. Double-space between entries. Begin the first line of each entry at the left margin and indent each additional line 3-5 
       spaces.

C. List each author’s name with the last name first, followed by initials for first and middle names. Do not use a comma 
       between an author’s last name and initials, and do not use periods or space with the initials. The year of publication 
       should follow the author’s or authors’ names for a print book, while the full date should follow the author’s name(s) for an 
       electronic source.

D. Most often, the title of the reference will follow the date. DO NOT underline, italicize or use quotation marks around 

       journal titles, books or an article title. Capitalize only the first word and any proper nouns. 

E. Entries will appear differently, depending on the source. See some examples below:
i) A book with one author: 

Author(s). Date of publication. Title. Edition. Place of publication: publisher. Extent (pagination)

      Ex. Gould SJ. 1987. Time’s arrow, time’s cycle.  Cambridge: Harvard Univ Pr. 222.

ii)   Homepage of website: 

Title of Homepage [medium designator]. Date of publication. Edition. Place of publication: publisher;  [date updated; date 
              cited]. Available from: (URL)
       Ex. Scientists close in on source of X-rays in lightning [Internet]. 2008. [Place of publication unknown]: Scienceblog.com; 
                   [updated 2008 Jul 16; cited 2008 Jul 29]. Available from: http://www.scienceblog.com/cms/scientists-close-source-
                    x-rays-lightning16904.html.

iii)   An article in a magazine:
       Van Gelder L. 1996 Dec1. Countdown to motherhood: when should you have a baby? Ms:37.

iv)   An article in a newspaper:

       Immen W. ASA helps heart but hurts brain. Globe and Mail;Sect.A:3(col2).
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